European Wasp

You may have heard about the European Wasp on King Island. A number of people worked on baiting them, and we hope more people will be able to do this on the island. 
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SEE OVER FOR MORE INFO.
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The flower wasp – NATIVE TO KING ISLAND.
Has an elongated body, is larger and has different yellow markings. Females do not have wings.

THIS SPECIES IS NOT A PEST.


European Wasp – DANGEROUS PEST
About the size of a bee, rounded body, distinct markings.

BEWARE OPEN CANS– A WASP COULD END UP IN YOUR MOUTH!!


TO THE HOUSEHOLDER               

Why European Wasps are highly undesirable pests

· They aggressively seek out any exposed food or drink and frequently make outdoor eating impossible.
· They deliver a painful sting, which may be fatal in the event of an allergic reaction, and can sting repeatedly. However they rarely sting without provocation.
· They can cause substantial damage to soft fruit crops.
· They attack bees and beehives, robbing honey and preying on worker bees to the extent where the hives may be completely killed.
· They have been known to cut pieces of flesh from cow’s teats.
· They are major predators of native insects, creating havoc in natural ecosystems. This results in reduced invertebrate prey for native animals such as birds and other insectivores and disruption of pollination of native flora.

· They compete as pollinators with native insects and may be responsible for the spread of some weeds.

What to look for

· Nests 

- are somewhat concealed and may be holes in the ground or in roofs or wall cavities of houses.

- are often noticeable because of the streams of worker wasps entering and leaving the entrance hole especially on warm days.

· Feeding
- European wasps are unusual because of their tendency to feed on meat products, especially during late summer and autumn.

- They also feed on sugar substances (pollen, sweet drinks etc) earlier in the breeding season (Spring onwards).

· Queens hibernating in sheltered places such as under bark, wood piles or inside houses (over Winter). This is the best time to stop a nest from being formed.
If you see European wasps

· BE CAREFUL.
· Confirm its identity
· Try to locate the nest. Worker wasps can be followed back to the nest as the day is cooling off. BE CAREFUL – wasps may attack when nest is disturbed. Treat the nest by sprinkling insecticide around entrance holes as soon as it gets dark. Repeat if powder gets wet or wasps are still alive after one week. 
· Set bait feeders – bait, feeders and information available from Eve at KINRMG – 64621825. 
· If you see a queen hibernating in woodpiles etc over winter, kill it. (We would also like to have the specimen). 
There has been some confusion with a native wasp


Please keep this flyer on your fridge for quick reference
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